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Obfervations on the Western Territory and the INDIAN WAR; ina 
Series of letters to a friend, 


LETTER Ii. 





Dear Sir, 
[; has been a very common thing among Americans, to fpcak of the 
Indians with indignation and contempt. They have been repre- 
fented as the very dregs and offscouring of mankind; as governed 
Gnly by the moft malignant paffions, and deferving no treatment from 
civilized people, but abfolute extermination. This is the language of 
one clafs of men among us. Another clafs have fpoken of them with 
pity, as the oe of the fame common progenitors with ourfelves ; 
earing the image of the deity, and capable of being recovered to a re- 
tional and refined life: The grand obftacle to which, has been their 
wandeting medc of living, and their total deftitution of, and averfion 
to the ufe of letters and writing. ‘That thefe obftacles cxift, and that 
the attempts to remove them have proved infurmountable, or at leaft, 
ineffe&tual, muft be acknowledged. That they either will not endure 
civilization, or that when civilized they are degraded in the eftcem of 
their brethren of the defert, and treated by their civilized brethren, as 
an inferior rank of the human fpecies, cannot be denied. But not- 
withftanding all that has been faid again{t them, I muft believe, bes 
caufe there is the moft inconteftible evidence, that in their natural ftate, 
they are poffeffed of virtues which do honor to human nature. And 
I as firmly believe, that much of the degeneracy, which has appeared 
among them, has been excited and provoked by the vices of their civil- 
ized brethren. 

What I have faid, is true of the natives in general, but I have mor» 
particular reference to the weftern Indians, whem } confider zs a rece 
of men, fuperior to the tribes once inhabiting our eaftern fhorcs, and | 
believe the caftern Indians themfelves, confidered them in the fame 
light. The name of a Mohawk was always formidable to the natives 
of our maritime parts. 7 

My idea of thefe people, is not taken from any fecond-hand writers ; 
but from thofe who have been perfonally converfant among them. In: 
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a pamphlet printed at Philadelphia, in 1784, written by John Filfon, 
and certified as authentic by Daniel Boon, Levi Todd, and James Har- 
rad, the firft and principal fettlers of Kentucky, we have the chara€ter 
of the weftern Indians thus drawn : | 

«© They are not fo ignorant as fome fuppofe them; but are a 
underftanding people, quick of apprehenfion, fudden in execution, 
fubtle in bufinefs, exquilite in invention, and induftrious in aé¥ien. 
They are of a very gentle and amiable difpofition to thofe they think 
their frien’s; -but,as implacable in their enmity, their revenge being 
only completed in the entire deftrnGien of their enemies. Among 
them, all men are equal, perfonal qualities being moft efteemed. No 
diftinétion of birth, no rank renders any man capable of doing preju- 
dice to the rights of private perfons:; aid there ts no preeminence for 
merit which begets pride, and which makes others too fenfible of their 
own inferiority, Though there is, perhaps, lefs delicacy of fentiment 
in the Indians, than among us there is, however abundantly more 
probity, with infinitely lefs ceremony or equivocal compliment. Theit 
public conferencés, fhew them to be men of genius ; and they have in 
a high degree, the talent of natural eloquence.” 

Cant. Jonathan Carver who vifited them in 1766 and 1767, and was 
intimately converfant among the tribes of Ottagaumie, Chippewa 
Winnibago and Saukie, {peaks of them in this manner. 

* That the Indians are of a cruel, revengcful and inexorable difpo- 
fition, and receive a diabolical pleafure from the tortures they infle& 
on their prifoners, I readily grant ; but let us look on the reverfe of 
this terrifying picture, and we fhall fee them fociable and humane, 
to thofe whom they confider as their friends, and even to their ad- 
dopted enemies ; ready to partake with them of the laft morfel, and to 
rifk their lives in their defence. 

Accuftomed from their youth to innumerable hardfhips, they foon be- 
come fuperior to a fenfe of danger or the dread of death, and their fors 
titude, implanted by nature and nurtured by example, by precept, and 
accident, never experiences a moment’s allay. ) 

‘In their public charaéters, as forming part of a community, they 
poffefs an attachment for that band te which they belong, unknown to 
the inhabitants of any other countrys They combine as if they were ac- 
tuated only by one foul, again{t the enemies of theif nation, and ban4h 
from their minds every confideration oppofed to this. 

** They confult without unneceflary oppofition, or without giving 
way to the excitements of envy or ambition, on the meafures neceflary 
to be purfued for the deftruétion of thofe who have drawn on them- 
felves their difpleafure. . No felfifh views ever inthuence their advice, 
or obftradi their confultation, Nor is it in the power of drides, or 
threats to diminifh the love they bear their country. 

“ The honour of their tribe, and the welfare of their nation is the 
firft and moft predominant emotion of their hearts ; and from hence 
proceed in a great meafure all their virtues and their vices. Atuated 
by this, they brave every danger, endure the moft exquifite torments, 
andexpire triumphing in their fortitude, not asa perfonal qualification, 
but as an ational charaéteriftic, 

“From thence aifo flow that infatiable revenge foward thofe with 
whom they are at war, and all the confequent horrors that difgrace 
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their name. Their uncultivated mind, being incapable of judging of 
the propriety of an action in oppofition to their paflions, which are to- 
tally infenfible to the controul of reafon or humanity, they know not 
how to keep their fary, within any bounds, and confequently that 
courage.and refolution which would otherwife do them hcnour,degen- 
érates into a favage ferocity.” 

Such, my friend, is the general charaéter of the Indians who are 
riow in hoftility with the United States. 
- With refpett tothe xzumbers of thefe hoftile tribes, I have no other 
means of afcertaining them than what are given in the abovementioned 
erie of Filfon, Hie tells us the names of nineteen tribes of In- 

ians, N. W. of the Ohio, and within the limits of the United States. 
He eftimates the number of each tribe, on an-average, at feven hundred, 
of whom one fourth part are warriors. Carver has given us the names 
of five other tribes within the fame limits. Deduét from the whole, 
the tribes who have aftually made treaties with us, exclufive of the fix 
nations, and we may be certain of /xteen hoftile tribes, containing ¢- 
leven thoufand, two hundred perfons, of whom two thoufand and eight 
hundred are warriors. We may alfo reckon fome tribes northward of 
the lakes, and weftward of the Miflifippi as joined in the confederacy. 
This will augment the number, but to what extent I know not. You 
may fay perhaps, what are three thoufand Indian warriors to the whole 
military force of the United States? I will anfwer you in the words 
of onc of their Orators in a conference lately held at Newtown in 
Pennfylvania.  *‘ It is faid the United States are fo powerful, that they 
could rife and deftroy all the Indians at once. But remember, though 
you may kill fome wolves, and frighten away others, yet you cannot de- 
ftroy them all. The /itt/e tomahawk, with whichthe Indians fight, cofts 


but little ; but the Great Harcner of the United States cott a great 
deal.”* Adieu, POLYBIUS. 


“It ts faid that the tranfportation only of every ton weight, to the Ohio 
country, cofts the the United States twenty guineas. 


sake = VERE aeereee 
AMERICAN INTELLIGENCE. 
Report of the SecreTAry at War on the caufes of 
hoftilities with the Indian tribes. 








S I R, United States, January 16, 1792. 

AS the circumflances which have engaged the United States in the 
prefent Indian war, may, fome of them, be out of the public recollec- 
tion, ond others, perhaps, be unknown, it may appear advifeable that 
you prepare and publifh, fromauthentic documents,a ftatement of thofe 
circumftances, as well as of the meafures which have been taken, from 
time to time, for the re-eftablifiment of peace and friendfhip. 

When the community are called upon for confiderable exertions, 
to relieve a part which is fuffering under the hand of an enemy, it is 
defirable to manifeft that due pains have been taken by thofc intruft- 
ed with the adminiftration of their affairs, to avoid the evil, 


G. Wathington. 
The Secretary fer the Depa __snt of War. The 
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Lhe caufes of the extfting hoftilities, between the United States and certain 
tribes of Indians, north-weft of the Ohio, flated andexplained fromoffcial 
and authentic documents, and publifhed in obedience to the orders of the 
Prefedent of the United States. . 

RECURRENCE to the journals of the United States in Congrefs 

aflembled, of the early ftages of the late war, will evince the pub- 
lic folicitude to preferve peace with the Indian tribes, and to prevent 
their engaging in a conten in which they were no wife interefted. 

But although partial treaties or conventions were formed with fome 
of the northern and weftern tribes, in the years 1775 and 1776, yet 
thofe treatics were too feeble to refift the powerful impulfes of a con- 
trary nature, arifing from a combination ef circumftances at that time; 
and accordingly, all the various Indian natjons (the Oncidas, Tufcaroras, 
and a few indjyviduals of the Delawares excepted) lying on our. fron- 
tiers, from Georgia to Canada, armed aisiek MS ' 

It is yet top recent to have been forgotten, that great numbers of ins 
offenfive men, women and children, fell a facrifice to the barbarous 
warfare practifed by the Indians, and many others were dragged into a 
deplorable captivity, = ter 
~ Notwithftanding that thefe aggreflions were entirely unprovoked, 
vet as foon as the war ccafed with Great Britain, the United States, in- 
ttead of indulging any refentment againft the indian nations, fought 
only how to e‘tablith a lberal peace, withall the tribes throughout their 
limits. 

Karly meafures were accordingly taken for this purpofe. A treaty 
was held, and a peace concluded in 1784, with the hoftile payt of the 
northern Indians. or Six Nations, at fori Stanwix. . 

In January, 1785, another treaty was formed with part of the welt- 
ern tribes, at Fort M’Intofh, on the Ohio; to wit, withthe Wyandots, 
Delawares, Ottawas and Chippewas. 

During the fame year, treaties were formed at Hopewell, on the Ke- 
owee, with all the powerful tribes of the fouth, excepting the Creeks ; 
to wit, the Cherokees, the Choétaws and Chicafaws.  ~ 

In January, 1786, a treaty was formed with the Shawancfe, at the 
confluence of the great Miami with the Qhio, 

It was not long before certain turbulent and malignant charaéters, 
refiding among fome of the northérn and weftern tribes, which had 
formed the treaties of fort Stanwix and fort M’Intofh, excited uneafi- 
nefs and complaints againft thofe treaties. In confequence of repre- 
fentations upon this fubjeé, on the 5th of Oftober, 1787, Copgrefs di- 
ye€ted, * That a general treaty fhould be held with the tribes of Indians 
within the limits of the United States, inhabiting the country north-weft 
of the Ohio, and about lake Eric, as foon after the firft of April next, 
as conveniently might be, and at fuch place and at fuch particular time, 
us the Governor of the Wcitern territory fhould appoint, for the pur- 
= of knowing the caufes of uneafinefs among the faid tribes, and 
hearing their complaints ; of regulating trade, and amicably fettling all 
Ss concernjng lands and boundaries between them and the United 

tates.” W! $e Wh; AF ' 

On the ed day. of July, 1788, Congrefs appropriated “ the fum of 
20.000 dollars, in addition to 14,000 dollars i fore appropriated, for 


defraying the cxpenfes of the treaties which had been ordered, or 
| | } ral 
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ral Indian tribes in the northern department, and for extinguifhing the 
Indian claims; the whole of the faid 20 thoufand dollars, together 
with 6,000 dollars of the faid 14,000 dollars, to be applied folely to 
the purpofe of extinguifhing the Indian claims to the lands they had 
already ceded to the United States, by obtaining regular conveyances 
forthe fame, and for extending a purchafe beyond the limits thereto- 
fore fixed by treaty ; but that no part of the faid fums fhould be appli- 
ed for any purpofe other than thofe above mentioned.” 7 
’ Accordingly new treaties were held at fort Harmar, the latter part 
of the year 1788, and concluded on the gth day of January, 1789, with 
a reprefentation of al] the Six or Northern nations, the Mohawks ex- 
c ; and with a reprefentation of the following tribes, to wit : The 
yandots, the Delawares, Ottawas, Chippawas, Pattiwatamas, and 
Sacks.—By thefe treaties, nearly the fame boundaries were recognized 
and eftablifhed by a principle of purchafe, as had been ftipulated by 
the former treaties of fort Stanwix and fort M’Intofh. 

Thus careful and attentive was the government of the United States 
to fettle a boundary with the Indians on the bafis of fair treaty, to ob- . 
viate the diflatisfaétions which had been excited, and to eftablith its 
claim to the lands relinquifhed on the principle of equitable purchafe. 

It does not appear that the right of the northern and weftern In- 
dians, who formed the feveral before mentioned treaties to the lands 
thereby relinquifhed to the United States, has been queftioned by any 
other tribes; nor does it appear that the prefent war has been occa- 
fioned by any difpute relative to the boundaries ecftablifhed by the faid 
treatics, 

But on the contrary it appears, that the unprovoked aggreffions of 
the Miami and Wabafh Indians, upon Kentucky and other parts of 
the frontiers, together with thcir alfociates, a banditti formed of Shaw- 
anefe and outcaft Cherokees, amounting in all, to about one thoufand 
two hundred men, are folely the caufes of the war. Hence it is prop- 
er that their condu& fhould be more particularly adverted to. 

In the year 1784, when meilages were fent to the Wyandots and 
Delawares, inviting them to meet the commiffioners, firft at Cayahoga, 
and afterwards at fort M’Intofh, their neighbours, the Miami Indians, 
were alfo included in the faid invitation ; but did not attend. 

In the year 1785 thefe invitations were repeated ; but the meffen- 
gers upon their arrival at the Miami village, had their horfes ftolen, 
were otherwife treated with infolence, and prevented fulfilling their 
miflion, 

In the years 1787 and 1788, new endeavours were ufed to bring thofe 
Indians to treat ; they were urged to be prefent at the treaty appoint- 
ed to be held at Fort Harmar; but thefe endeavours proved as fruit- 
iefs as all the former, 

At a council of the tribes, convened in 1788, at the Miami rievr, the 
Miami and Wabash Indians were pretied to repair to the treaty with 
great earneftnefs by the chiefs of the Wyandots and Delawares; the 
Wyandot chiefs particularly, prefented them witha large belt of wam- . 
puin, holding one end of it themfelves, and offering the other to the 
hoftile Indians, which was refufed. The Wyandots then laid it om 
the fhoulders of a principal chicf, recommending him to. be at peace 
with the Americans; but without making any anfwer, he enaithae 
felf and Jct it fall to the ground ; this fo difpleafed the Wyandots, 


that they momediately left the council houfe, In 



































In the mean time the frontier fettlements were difquieted by {frequent 
depredations and murders, and the complaints of their inhabitants, (as 
might be expeécd) of the pacific forbearance of the government, were 
loud, repeated, and diftreffing—their call for preteétion inceflant—till 
at length they appeared determined by their own efforts to endeavor 
to retaliate the injuries they were continually receiving, and which 
had become intolerable. ee 

In this ftate of things it was indifpenfible for the government to 
make fome decifiye exertion for the peace and fecurity of the frontier. 

But notwithftanding the ill tuccals of former experiments, and the 
invincible {pirit of animofity which had appeared in certaintribes, and 
which was of a nature to jultify a sat ot that no impreffion could 
be made upon them by pacific expedients, it was ftill jf a advife- 
able to make one more eflay. 

Accordingly in April 1790, Anthony Gamelin, an inhabitant of Poft 
Vincennes, and aman of good character, was difpatched to all the 
tribes and villages of the Wabafh river, and to the Indians of the Mi- 
ami villiage, with a meflage, purporting, that the United States were 
defirous of cftablifhing a general peace with all the neighboring 
tribes of Indians, and of treating them in all ref{pe&s-with perfe& hu- 
manity and. kindnefs, and at the fame time warning them to abftain 
from further depredation. 

‘Lhe Indians in fome of the villages on the lower part of the Wabafh, 
appeared to liften to him, others manifefted a different difpofition, 
others confefled their inability to reftrain their young warriors, and all 
referred the meffenger to the Indian at the Miami village. At this 
village fome appeared well difpofed, but the chiefs of the Shawanefe 
returned the meifages and belts, informing the mefflenger however, that 
they would, after confultation, within thirty nights, fend an anfwer to 
Poft Vincennes. The promifed anfwer was never received. While 
the meflenger was at the Miami village, two negroes were brought in 
from our aa prifoners ; and upon his return to L’Anguille, a 
cheif informed him that a party of 70 warriors, from the more diftant 
Indians, had arrived, and were gone againft the fettlements, 

In three days after his departure from the Miami village, a prifoner 
was there burnt to death. Similar crueltics were aeaetiete at the 
Quittanon towns, about the fame time; and in the courfe of three 
months immediately after the laft mentioned invitation, upwards of 
one hundred perfons were killed, wounded, and taken prifoners upon 
the Ohio, nd ia the diftrift of Kentucky. 

It is to be remarked, that previoufly to the laft invitation, the peo- 
ple of Kentucky who, in confequence of their injuries, were meditat- 
ing a blow, againft the hoftile Indians (as before intimated) were- re- 
firained by the Prefident of the United States from crofling the Ohio, 
until the effeét of the friendly overture intended to be made fhould be 
known, 

It is alfo to be obferved, that the Wyandots and Delawares, after 
having frequently and fruitlefsly endeavoured to influence the Miami 
and Wabafh Indians to peace, upon mature conviétion, finally declar- 
ed that force only could effeé& the objeé. | 

As an evidence that the conduét of the hoftile Indians has been oc- 
cahoned by other motives than a claim relatively to boundaries, it is 
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to be obferved, that their depredations have been principally upon 
the diftrif of Kentucky, and the counties of Virginia, lying 2long the 
fouth fide of the Ohio, a country to which they have no claim, 

It appears, by refpeétable evidence, that from the year 1783, until 
the month of Oftober, 1790, the time the United States commenced of- 
fenfive operations againft the faid Indians, that on the Ohio, and the 
fronticrs on the fouth fide thereof, they killed, wounded and took prif- 
ioners, about 1500 men, women and children, befides carrying off up- 
wards of 2000 horfes, and other property to the amount of fifty thou- 
fand dollars. 

The particulars of the barbarities exercifed upon many of the prif- 
oners, of different ages and f{exes, although fupported by indifputable 
evidence, are of too fhocking a nature to be prefented to the public. 
Jt is fufficient upon this head to obferve, that the tomahawk ae i {calp- 
ing knife have Rect the mildeft inftruments of death. That in fome 
cafes torture by fire, and other execrable means have been ufed. 

But the outrages which were committed upon the frontier inhabit- 
ants were not the only injuries that were fuftained ; repeated attacks 
upon detachments of troops of the United States, were at different 
‘times made. The following, from its peculiar enormity, deferves re- 
cital. In April, 1790, Major Doughty was ordered to the friendly 
Chickafaws on public bufinefs. He performed this duty in a boat, 
having with him Enfign Sedam, and a party of 15 men. While af- 
cending the Teneflee river, he was met by a party of 40 Indians in four 
canoes, confifting principally of the aforefaid banditti of Shawanefe 
and Cherokees. They approached under a white flag, the well known 
emblem of peace. They came on board the Major’s boat, received his 

refents, continued with him nearly one hour, and then departed in 
the moft friendly manner. But, they had fcarcely cleared his oars, 
before they poured in a fire upon his crew, which was returned as 
foon as circumftances would permit, and a moft unequal combat was 
fuftained for feveral hours, when they abandoned their defign, but not 
until they had killed and wounded cleven out of fifteen of the boat’s 
crew. _ This perfidious condu& in any age, would have demanded 
exemplary punifhment. 

All overtures of peace failing, and the depredations fill continuing, 
an attempt at coercion became indifpenfible. Accordingly the expe« 
dition under Brigadier General Harmar, in'the month of Oétober, 1790, 
was direfted. The event is known, 

After this expedition the Governour of the Weftetn Territory, in 
order that nothing might be omitted, to effe& a peace Without furthe: 
confli€t, did on his arrival at Fort Harmar, in December, 1790, fend 
through the Wyandots and Delawares conciliatory meflages to the 
Miamies, but ftill without effeé. 

_ The Cornplanter, a war Chief of the Senckas and other Tadians of 
the famie tribe, being in Philadel:hia in the monih of February, 1791, 
were engaged to intake to imprefs the hoftile Indians with the con- 
{equences of their periifting in their hoftilities, and alfo of the juftice 
and moderation of the United States. 

In purfuance of this defign Col. Pro€tor, onthe fourteenth of March, 
was fent to the Coinplanter to haften his departure, and to accompany 
him to the Miami village—and meflages were fent to the Indians de- 
claratory of the pacific fentiments of the United States, towards them 
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But both Col. Proétor and the Cornplanter, altlh’o zealoufly defirous of 
exccuting their miffion, encountered difficulties of a particular nature, 
which were infurmountable, and prevented the execution of theirorders, 
Major General St. Clair, in the month of April, fent meflages frem 
Fort Harmar to the Delawares, expreflive of the pacific defigns of the 
United States, to all the Indian tribes. 
A treaty was held at the Painted-Poft by Colonel Pickering, in June, 
i 1791, with a part of the Six Nations, at which the humane intentions 
W of the General Government towards them particularly, and the Indian 
tribes. generally, were fully explained. 

Captain Hendricks, a refpeétable Indian, refiding with the Oneidas, 
appearing zealoufly difpofed to attempt convincing the hoftile Indians 
| of their miftaken conduét, was accordingly fent for that purpofe, but 
. was fruftrated by unforfeen obftacles, in his laudable attempts. 

The different meafures which have been recited muft evince, that 
notwithftanding the highly culpable conduétof the Indians in queftion, 
the government of the United States, uninfluenced by the refentment, 
| or any falfe principles which might arife fromaconfciou{nefs of fuperi- 
ority, adopted every proper expedient to terminate the Indian hoftil- 
ities, without having recourfe to the laft extremity ; and after being 

compelled to refort to it, has {till kept fteadily in view the re-eftabith- 
| ment of peace as its primary and fole object. 














Were it neceflary to add proof of the pacific and humane difpofitions 
of the general government towards the Indian tribes, the treaties with’ 
the Creeks, aa with the Cherokees might be cited as demonftrative of 
its moderation and liberality. 

The prefent partial Indian war is a remnant of the late general war 

continued by a number of feparate banditti, who, by the inceffent prac- 

| tice of fifteen years, feem to have formed inveterate and incurable hab- 
its of enmity againft the frontier inhabitants of the United States. 

To obtain proteétion againft lawlefs violence was the main obje& of 

the prefent government, It is, indeed a main objeé of all - 

1] ernments. A frontier citizen poffeffes as {trong claims to protettion 
; as any Other citizen. The frontiers are the vulnerable parts of every 

country; and the obligation of the government of the United States, to 
afford the requifite proteétion, cannot be lefs facred in reference to the 
. | inhabitants of their Weftern, than to thofe of their Atlantic frontier. 
It will appear from a candid review of this fubje&, that the General 
Government could no longer abftain from attempting to punifh the 
hoftile Indians. 

The ill fuccefs of the attempts for this purpofe, is entirely unconne&- 
with the juftice or policy of the meafure. A perfeverance in exertions 
to make the refractory Indians at leaft fenfible, that they cannot continue 
their enormous outrages with impunity, appears to be as indifpenfible, 
in the exifling pofture of things as it will be advifeable, whenever they 
fhall manifeit {ymptoms of a more amicable difpoftion, to convince 
them, by decifive proofs, that nothing is fo much defired by the United 
States as to be at liberty to treat them with kindnefs and bencficence. 

H. KNOX, Secretary at war. 
War Department, Jan. 26th, 1792. 
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Gak- The great length of the Secretary’s report, which we deem of th 

utmoft mportance, adbliges 1g to omit feveral communications from different 
quarters. 

















